DURING WORLD WAR 2 SOME CF THE FIERCEST FIGHTING
IN THE PACIFIC WAS IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. THIS
ARCHIPELAGO IS LOCATED EAST OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA
AND IS JUST OVER 2,000 KILOMETRES NORTHEAST OF
BRISBANE. THE JAPAMNESE HAD TAKEN OVER ALL OF THE
SOLOMONS IN APRIL 1942 AND STARTED COMSTRUCTING
AN AIRFIELD ON GUADALCANAL
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en completed, this would give
them the chility to bomb Australia
using land bosed aircraft and

suppart their push further south into the
Mew Hebrides, In August of the same year,
LS Marines, supported by US, Australion
and Mew Zealand warships, landed on
Guadolcanal and nearby islends o begin
a ferecious light thot would last for most of
the next year. Even once they held the areq,
lapanese planes and ships made aftacks
into the aren in o vain atempt to regain the
islonds,

During these botiles, so many ﬁhips WErE
sunk off what is now the capital, Honiara,
that it waos nicknamed 'lran Bottom Sound’,
Many of these are in walers that are toa
deep for recreational diving [and even
technical diving|. However, there are still
numercus Japanese, American and MNew
Zealand ships that can be dived.



JAPAMNESE WRECKS

Hirokawa Maru
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bewe section s very broken up, but the
coral growth makes up for this demoge,
In fact, the shollower wrecks present the
spporiunity le dive not only o wreck,
but a reef, as the growih is amazing. Al
55 metres you can see the stern af the
ship Including the prop shaft. Warking
yaur way back along the wreck you can
explare inside the holds and crew areas;
There is still a litle bit of corge to see,
including drums and equipment,

Kinugawa Maru

This wreck Is alse known as Bonegi 2. |
is similar in size 1o the Hirokawa Moru,
about 7,000 tons, She's narmally dived
as o second dive as the stern is-anly in
28 metres, Onece again the prop shall
and rudder are the main oifroctians, but
there are some holds to explore as well.
As you come back along the wreck you
will see there's a lot more damogs to
the hull and it's in nowhere a= good
candition os the nearby wreck, However

thera's shill o lot to see, including a truck

in one of the holds and the Huge engine,
The shallowest part of the wreck also has
great coral and fishlife.

Kyusyu Maru

The last of the tria of Japonese freighters
near Honiara, it's also known asthe
Buiniv o5 it's neor the Ruiniu River. This
ship was a little larger than the ather hwa
and wias sunk exccily a month before
they were, At 45 metres you can see the
hwin prop shafts of the ship. The props
were salvaged in 196% by Brian Bailey,
os were o lot of the RIops on ather
wrecks around here. The reor holds have
been damaged by fire, but you cdn still
find things like ching, cottle bones, rifls
rounds and even biscuits, Further alang
you can see the main engine of the ship
{which oppears to have pewered both
props) and o smaller auxiliory engine, In
onother hald you can see artillery shells.
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Submarine I-1

This huge 2,135 ton submaring, almas!
100 metres long, is located ot Tambea
at the northwestern end of Guadalcanal.
She was sunk on the night of 29 January
1943 by HMMNZS Kiwi and HMNZS
Maa. The wreck runs from five to 30
metres, with the shallower bow section
extremely damaged. This damage was
mastly coused by o salvage ottsmpt by
Wallin Gibbins and Cyril Ashton in 1948
when their ‘confrolled” explosian ignited
the remaining torpedoes. The stern
section is still in fairly good condition,
with the caunter rataling props, dive
planes, cutter and rudder still visible
When | dived her a long while back, you
could still enter the hull and see things
like the slectic motars.

ALLIED WRECKS

USS John Penn

This was ariginally built as the 88
Excambion, a 9,360 ton 135 metre lang




possenger liner. On Friday 13 August
1243 she was located off Henderson
Field (the Japaness air bass coptured

by the LIS) when Jopanese forpedo
bembers from Bougainville attacked. One
torpeda hit and the ship sank within 30
minutes. Tadaoy the ship is located in 60
metres, with the port hull in about 36
metres. This is o deep dive, with strong
currents. Things to see include o Jeep and
the remains of a laponese aircraft that
crashed into the 5|"|ip during the attack.

USS Kanawha

This was the first ail tanker owned by
the US Mavy, She was 14,500 tons and
137 metres long. On the afterncon of 7
April 1943 she wos motoring south just
olf Tulegi lsland, just over 40 kilometres
north of Honiara. A large group of
laponese aircralt, Vals and Zeros,
attacked the fanker. She sank early the
next morning with the loss of 19 men.
The wreck sits in 58 mefras with the

shaollowast part of the deck in about 43
metres, This is o very deep dive, so care
needs io be token. If is a faniastic wreck,
st lorge thal numerous dives are needed
to just pet o basic understanding of it
The highlights of the wreck are the three
large stern guns, the bridge, the bow
area and the enging room,

USS Aaron Ward

This 1,800 ton 105 metre long destroyer
was attacked by more Japanese aircrakt
during the same attack on the Kanowha,
She was bombed multiple times and just
betore midnight she sank 7.5 kilometres
southeast of Tulogi. The wreck is in

70 metres, with the deck in almast 55
metres. Parls of the wreck are sven
deeper, so care needs o bs taken, This
is an amazing wreck, probably the
second bast shipwreck |'ve dived. The
bow guns still point skyward ond the
bow itselt, built for speed; is o sobering
sight. Back near the now-fallen bridge,

Fram left:

The huge prop of HMMZS Moo is o
great pholo opportunity

Ohe of the many anfi-aircraft guns on
the LSS Aaron Ward

One of the depth charges still en the
stern of HMNZS Moo

Kelly McFadyean is dwarfed by one of
the bow guns of the USS Aaron Ward

the anti-aircraft guns are aimed high o
the enemy. There ars stern guns, depth
chorges and forpedo fubes fo see, as well
os the twin props, A brilliant dive.

HMNZS Moo

This small corvette wos only just over
50 metres long, but that did not stop
her sinking the | -] submarine with
sistership HMMNZS Kiwi, She was also
sunk during the same atfack that gaot
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WSS Kanawha
1943

Kyusyu Maru was
originally high and
dry as shown In
this 1944 phote

US55 Agron Ward
befora the war

Uepi Island Resort has established

an international reputaiion for excellence.
The diving is ranked amongst the best
m;g wudr.l walis dmp nf‘s wrecks,

Email: Infu@uapinm .pl.t:um

Tel: +613 9787 7904
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the two US warships. The wrack is locoted up in a comer of
Tulagi Harbour, so visibility is not always great. Despite this,
it's eosy 1o find your way around. This is the shallowest of the
wrecks at Tulagi, only 36 matres to the deck and chout 43
matres to the sily bottom. The prop is still in place ond makes
o great photograph. Al the stern there ore depth charges and
farwaord there’s o large gun. The suparstructure has collopsed
ond the hull opened up o bit amidships. As this is a small ship
it is pretty tight inside, so only limited penetration |s possible,
including parts af the ergine reom. A nics litle wreck

AIRCRAFT

Thers are o few diffzrent aircralt that can be dived in the
Honiara area, including a Bosing 8:17 bomber west of the
town and o few Kawanishi HAK "Mavis' fying boats and parts
of o Cotaling Hying boat. The B-17 is o shore dive, while the
Mavis planes are good second dives after the U3 worships at

Tulegi

QOTHER LOCATIONS

There are also other lacations in the Sclomeons where there's
diving and also Warld Wer | wrecks. The wreek of the Toa
Maru in Gizo is especially good and there is also a Mitsubishi
Zern fighler and o Grumman Hellcot. At Munda there is
anather {reigh.‘er, Kashi pMorw and & coupie of US aircralt.
Thare are fwo more joponese wrecks ot Uepi, the Azuso Mary
and Twomd Mo,
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